" OFFICE OF THE‘{GOVERNOR
EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 13:151.

WHEREAS, although economic progress has been made in miary rural ares, the growth and
prospetity enjoyed by many’ comriunities in the ‘State during the past 45 years has not extended into

~allof Flonda s rural areas; and

WHEREAS these commumtles are stewards of the vast maJ onty of Flonda sland and natural.

resources; upon whmh the State s contmued growth and prospenty depend and

WHEREAS successful rural commumtles are egsential to the’ overall success of the- State s

economy and quahty of life; and

WHEREAS certam rural commumnes are strugglmg to: mamtmn, support or enhance jOb-

',-creatmg act1v1t1es or to generate revenues for educanon and other cntlcal govemment semces such
as infrastructure, transportatwn‘ and eafety; and-
WHEREAS, the challenges faced by these rural comrunities threaten'their well-being and

Vmblhty, a.nd

WHEREAS éecﬁon":zss;bim (7),. Flofida Statites;” authorizes - the - Rural - Béonormic

Development Ir’ut"' ve 1

of cntmal econormc concem and

WHEREAS a rural hrea, of .cntlcal eeonomlc COncerm - IS compnsed of rural commum’ues}

Ademg;nated by the Go‘Vernor that 'has been adversely aff'eeted"by an exttaordmary econom1c event

severe or chromc dlStl'BSS Or a8 natural dlsaster or that prescnts a umque econorhic development

_oppor_tumt_y of re_g_lonal 1mpaet, and



WI—IEREAS the Cou.ntles of Baker, Bradford, Columbla, Dme Gﬂchnst I-Ia.milton,

Jeﬁ‘erson Lafayette ~Levy, Madlson, Putnam, Suwannee., Taylor, a.nd Umon were demgnated on

e Apnl 23 2003 by Executwe Order 03 74 asa Rural Area of CnuCa.l Econormc Concern for & term“

of ﬁve years and

WHBR.‘EAS the des1gnat10n explred on . Apnl 23 2008 anhd, the. Rural Economlc

Development-_lmtlatwe met on-April 18; 2008; and agreed to- recommend the Govamor connnue the

‘demgnatlon of the counties: of ‘Baker, Bradfotd, " Columbla ;. Dixie, G11chnst,. ‘Hamilton, Jefferson,

',_Lafaya’;;e, Leyy, .Mad;son,: Pumam, Siwannee Taylog ,_an_d Umon_ asl_g-;Ru;_a/_l-_ Area .of “Crific i
i ,Eccﬁéﬁiic Cbncérn;- and

WHEREAS‘- The' coumties “of ‘Baker, Bradford, Columibia, . Dixie, Giléhrist; H

LE Jeffers 1, Lafayette ‘Levy; Madison, Putnam, Suweinnes, Taylor- and Union were re-demguated on -

'June 115 2008' by Executxvc Order 08 132 as d Rural Area of Cnhcal Econonnc Ccmcern for- ‘a::

: penod of five years a.nd

WHEREAS _1he Te- des:gnaucm will expire on June 11, 2013,

and. the Rural Economxc

e

5 o iy ‘Development Imtxatwe met'on April 26, 2013 and agreed ‘to recomimend the: Governor continue ’the

-designation_ of the r, -Bradford, Columb1

‘Putnanm,:

- ﬂ%fayéﬁc,i Levy, N Suwannee;: Taylor and Union as ‘a ‘Rural - Area”of Critical i

- Economic Concern;

NOW, THERBEORE; I, RICK SCOTT, as Govemor of Florida, by virtue of the muttiority

e t:ﬁe:f'ﬁby Arncle v, Scctlt)nf(a), FlOﬂﬂaConsntut nd Section- 288, 0656 N, Flondaf—',.'%;;v

. Statistes, do hie eby.is ué: the ffbll" ng E}tecuuve Order eﬂ'ectlve m‘lmedmtely




Section 1.

The area within the ‘boundaries of the Counties of Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie,
thehﬁst;::Hérﬁiltdn,' J eﬁte‘rs’or@, Lafayette, Lew, Madison, "'Putnam,' Suwarnee, 'Taylor,‘ and Union is
designated as a Rurt;l Area of Critical Econotnie Concern. -

Section 2.

This arca shill be.a priofity assignsisnt fof the Riiral Bconomsic Developmeit Initistive.

Section 3. |

.On a case-by- case bams the cntena, reqmrements or smﬂar prowsmns of econormc

deVelopment mcentwes may be wmved Such mcentwes mclude but shall not be hmlted to, the

Quah:ﬁed Target I'ndustry Tax. Refiinid. Progtam under sectlon 288.106, Flonda Statutes the chk

Job Tax: Credit. Prog;ram under sections 212 098 and 220 1895 F londa Statutes
Seotwn 4 - :

Access to the -assistance avaﬂable lmder thls Des1gnatlon as a Rural ,Area of Cnhcal

EconOnuc Concern shall be contmgent upon the ‘execution of memoranda of agreement between the

Department -of Econonnc Oppomnnty, the: govcrmng bod:es of the courmes and the govemmg

bod1es of the: mumc1pa11t1es mcluded mthm the area Such tiiémoranda of agreement shall 5pec1fy'-

th_e terms and - condltmns .of " the " desighation, - mcludmg, but not - mmted to the dutiés and

rEépp‘ﬁSibﬁitiéjg._.:¢_f the :c_-,ouﬁ_.t'iég'}@d'munieipgl'ities. o tak ';actlo s"demgned to ,facﬂ:ltate ‘the-Tetention



and expansion of existing businesses in the area, the recruitment of new businesses to the area, as

well as to improve the e_cpno;rﬂé viability in the aréa
Seetion S.
This designation shall be in eﬁ'ect for five years and will expire on June 12“‘ 2018, The Rural

Economic DeveloPment Imtlatwe may recommend hié des1gnatmn be termmated or contmued based

on econormc development prdgress from current base lines. or upon perf'ormance under the

memoranda of agreement
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have héreunto. set . my
" hand ‘and caused the Great Seal of the State of Florida to-

be affixed at Tallahassee this. 12“1 day of.hme 2013,

'RICK SCOTT, GOVERNOR .
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Rick Scott Jesse Panuccio

GOVERNOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT of
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
May 21, 2013
North Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern {RACEC)
Recommendation for Re-designation of the Area
RECOMMENDATION:

Pursuant to s. 288.0656 (7)(a), F.S., the Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) has
recommended that the Governor re-designate the counties of Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Jefferson, Lafayette, Levy, Madison, Putnam, Suwannee, Taylor, and Union
as the North Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC).

DEO concurs with REDI’s recommendation and supports the re-designation. Pursuant to s.
288.0656(7)(a), F.S., the Governor may re-designate the North Central RACEC by executive
order,

A draft executive order is attached.

( .
Approval: Jesse Panuccio \Q‘_\a J‘U

;s
v ke
Yes Yes, with changes

Approval: Governor Rick Scott g

Yes Yes, with changes

Please return to Sherri Martin, (850) 717-8520
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